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Michiana Anabaptist Historians 

Spring Meeting, March 11, 2023 
 

The Michigan Anabaptist Historians (MAH) 2023 Spring Meeting will be held at 

Townline Mennonite Church on Saturday, March 11. John Roth will speak about 

the upcoming 500-year anniversary of the Anabaptist movement.  Townline Church 

is located at 2165 S 1000 W, Shipshewana, Ind.  All are welcome to attend. 
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On January 21, 1525, a 

small group of earnest 

Christians in the Swiss 

city of Zurich held a 

secret worship service. 

Inspired by their study of 

Scripture, they defied 

church and civic 

authorities by introducing 

the practice of adult 

baptism.  

 

That event—denounced 

by Catholic and 

Protestant authorities 

alike—marked the 

symbolic beginning of the 

Anabaptists, a renewal 

movement that became 

the spiritual foundation 

for the Amish, Men-

nonites, and Hutterites, as 

well as other groups in 

the Free Church tradition. 

 

As we approach the 500th 

anniversary of Anabaptist 

beginnings, how should 

we commemorate this 

story of church division ... 

and renewal? 

 

This will be the subject of 

the Spring 2023 meeting 

of Michiana Anabaptist 

Historians on March 11.  

Historian John Roth, will 

explore the topic in a 

presentation entitled 

"Anabaptism at 500: How 

to Commemorate a 

Division?" 

 

John has recently 

accepted the role of 

project director of 

“Anabaptism at 500,” an 

initiative of Menno-

Media.  His task, along 

with other staff, is to 

“oversee the development 

of a suite of resources to 

be released in 2025 in 

conjunction with the 

500th anniversary of the 

start of Anabaptism.” 

 

The project is introduced 

on its website in this way: 

 

“The five hundredth 

anniversary of 

Anabaptism in 2025 

gives the church a 

unique opportunity to 

celebrate and dream. To 

celebrate the Spirit’s 

calling together of 

diverse people across all 

boundaries of culture 

and geography. To 

dream about how more 

people can be invited 

into and participate in 

leading and shaping 

Anabaptism’s future. To 

celebrate how young 

people have made faith 

their own for centuries, 

and to dream how young 

people today can 

become even more 

deeply engaged and 

empowered to help lead 

the Anabaptist 

movement into the 

future. To celebrate all 

the ways God has been 

faithful, and to dream 

about how we can mend 

what’s been broken.” 
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Agenda for MAH Spring Meeting, 
March 11, 2023 

 

Location:  Townline Mennonite Church,  

2165 S 1000 W, Shipshewana, IN  

 

8:30 a.m. – Registration and coffee 

 

9:00 a.m. –Presentation by John Roth on the 500-year 

anniversary of Anabaptism 

 

10:15 a.m. – Refreshments and fellowship 

 

10:45 a.m. – Session two with John including Q & A 

 

 
 

About Our Presenter 
 

For the past 36 years, John D. Roth served as 

professor of history at Goshen College as well as 

director of the Mennonite Historical Library and 

editor of The Mennonite Quarterly Review. 

 

More recently, he was the founding director of the 

Institute for the Study of Global Anabaptism at 

Goshen College (2012) and secretary of the MWC 

Faith and Life Commission (2009). In 2022 he 

became the project director of "Anabaptism at 500," 

an initiative of MennoMedia. 

 

John has written widely on 

topics related to Anabaptist-

Mennonite history and church 

life.  

 

He and his wife, Ruth, have 

four adult children and six 

grandchildren, and are active 

members at Berkey Avenue 

Mennonite Fellowship in Goshen, Ind. 

 

 

New Exhibit at the Goshen College 

Library Gallery 
 
The new exhibit of Mennonite and Amish items, “Quilts, 

Clocks, Ceramics, Fraktur . . .,” includes a number of 

interesting objects from the Michiana area.  The exhibit runs 

from March 5 through November 12, with a public 

reception on Sunday, March 12, 2-4 p.m.   

 

The display includes the original “Women of the Bible” 

quilt by Carol Honderich of Elkhart, on which the series of 

devotional programs was based; a spectacular Trip Around 

the World quilt by Caroline Hostetler Yoder of Middlebury 

(c.1936); a cluster of objects from Jim and Mary 

Christophel of Wakarusa; an Amish rug and quilts.  Also 

featured are clocks from Belleville Penn. and Ukraine, 

ceramics by Hutterites in Moravia, and Makkum porcelain 

from Holland.   

 

For more information including open hours, call 574-535-

7418. 

 

 
 

 


