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of the Missionary Church and the Old
German Baptist Brethren Church, two
local Anabaptist groups with deep roots
in the Michiana region. The meeting will
be held at Bethel Missionary Church at
63473 County Road 7 west of Goshen on
Saturday, October 19.

The morning will begin at 8:30 a.m.
with registration and coffee, followed by a
business meeting at 9:00 a.m., which will
include an election for a new president
Floyd Miller, At Large, of MAH. Phyllis Stutzman has been
4425W 100S, LaGrange, nominated by a committee consisting of
IN 46761.
Leonard Gross and Wilmer Hollinger.
Helene Hoover,
Membership
2005 E. Jackson Blvd.,
Elkhart, IN 46516.

The 9:30 a.m. program features Kevin
Allen Martin, At Large
65612 CR 13, Goshen, IN Blowers, curator of the Bethel University
46526.
Archives in Mishawaka, who will share

Nansen Gold Medal, an award named in
honor of the Nobel Prize Laureate and
given to those who have helped bring about
worldwide recognition of the Armenian
Genocide.
After a coffee break at 10:30 a.m., the
11:00 a.m. program will feature Allen
Royer, who will offer a presentation on
the history, faith, and practice of the
Old German Baptist Brethren Church in
northern Indiana. Also known locally
as “German Baptists” or “Dunkards,” the
denomination is an Old Order (“plain”)
division from the German Baptist Brethren
in 1881. Like other Brethren churches, their
ultimate origin was in 1708 in Schwarzenau,
Germany, led by Alexander Mack, which
adopted the Anabaptist practice of adult
baptism but a more pietist theology.
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and History.” The United Orphanage and
Mission Society was founded in 1901 by
Mennonite Brethren in Christ missionaries
in Hadjin, Turkey, to work with Armenian
children who were orphaned because of
recent massacres. Kevin’s presentation will
look at the lives of several of the missionaries,
beginning with Elkhart native Rose
Lambert, who served at the orphanage.
His presentation will also present a
window into some of their daily work.
Kevin will use extracts from the
missionaries’ writing and archival photos
to help tell this story of early mission work.
In 2014, Kevin received the Fridtjof

From the Spring 2019 meeting, new and outgoing officers (from l.): Jason Kauffman, interim
president; Jean Mast, new treasurer; Miriam Yutzy,
former treasurer; Ervin Beck, former president.
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“CO Girls” in World War II
2019 is the 80th anniversary
of the beginning of World
War II. The U.S. entered the
war in 1941, following the
attack on Pearl Harbor. In
Civilian Public Service (CPS)
camps during World War II,
a few married Mennonite
women helped their husbands
administer camps, as matrons
or dieticians. Otherwise, CPS
was for men. Single Mennonite
women sometimes volunteered
for alternate service, especially
in mental hospitals during
summer vacations. Here are
selections from the memoirs
of four Goshen women
who volunteered.
College
Mennonite Church published
their longer statements in
“’Detour . . Main Highway’:
Our CPS Stories” (1995).
Mary Eleanor Bender
The lion’s mouth into which
I jumped in 1946 was the ward of
about 60 of Cleveland State’s sickest
female patients, a ward featured in a
Life magazine expose as a “snakepit
for the mentally ill: Pello Second
Floor.” Our patients still sit rigidly
on their wooden benches in picture
books as examples of their terrible
conditions in the hospitals. Our day
began in the hall outside the ward.
As a preliminary we took deep nasal
breaths to desensitize our noses
against the smell of urine and feces
that would hit us when we opened
the door.

Then came mopping and
scrubbing, followed by showering
of the patients--without the use
of big straw brooms on sore, filthy
bodies, as was done by some nurses
and other attendants—all done with
the most love and patience we could
muster under the circumstances.

as ward attendant at Poughkeepsie
[NY] State Mental Hospital, PS
Camp 144. Women in the ward
where I was assigned were very
disturbed patients. Many were
in straight jackets, some were
incontinent, many would not keep
clothes on or bedding on their beds.
However, some were not as ill and
these we could accompany to church
Mabel V. Brunk
services or other activities. Our
After our sophomore year in work was to assist them at meals,
college, Mary Beth Hostetler and take showers, help them dress, keep
I spent the summer of 1945 as them clean, try to talk to them and
COGs at the Poughkeepsie (NY) help them get to bed.
State Hospital. The significance of
A significant experience at
my work experience in the mental Poughkeepsie was the tension
hospital is hard to assess. Working between the CPS unit and the
in the wards seemed to be quite community. The American Legion
removed from other parts of my life. was strongly opposed to the unit.
We learned about disease entities, Our men keenly bore the brunt of
about wet packs and shock therapies. this resentment.
I do not remember about our role
with the patients, about relating to
them, about our reactions to the Lucille Graber Swartzendruber
huge, impersonal hospital with its
My experience with CPS
gloomy wards, or about mental during World War II was entirely at
health measures. My diary does Ypsilanti State [Mental] Hospital
record that I was scared! Further, [CPS Unit 90] during two summers,
I wrote, “I feel so useless some days” 1944 and 1945, where I worked on
and wondered “if I am really being the bed wards. Taller women in the
of any service this summer.”
unit were assigned to wards that
Bert, the men’s unit leader, were more potential for violence.
remarked that destructive forces For the most part, men from my
tend to work with noise, whereas college class had already been
the truly positive ones operate drafted and were serving in the CPS
quietly and unobtrusively. Salt, light, program. This was my opportunity
leaven—these picture the Christian to also “stand up and be counted.”
Those summers moved me from
at work, he commented.
theory to practice, to be a part of
the peace process which sought
Carol Schertz Oyer
negotiation and understanding
In the summer of 1945 I worked rather than militant confrontation.
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Costume Prints of European Mennonites
Until November 17, the Library
Gallery at Goshen College is hosting
an exhibit of “Historic European
Anabaptist Costume Prints: The
Kraybill Collection,” using the large
collection of colored engravings
of European Mennonites collected
by Jean and the late Paul Kraybill
when they worked for Mennonite
World Conference in Strasbourg,
France. They gave the collection to
the Mennonite Historical Library at
GC in 2018.

Anabaptist couple from Campen Island,
Holland (1823)
Anabaptist woman from near
Strasbourg, France (c. 1824)

The Kraybills collected mainly
prints of Swiss and Alsatian
Mennonites, although the exhibit
also includes sections on Dutch
and Ukraine Mennonites. The
exhibit also pays tribute to Melvin
Gingerich, author of the classic
book, Mennonite Attire through Four
Centuries. For days and times when
this free exhibit is open, or for group
visits, call 574-535-7418. The exhibit
is sponsored by the MennoniteAmish Museum Committee of the
MHL at Goshen College.

“frock” coat and flat, broad-brimmed
hat still favored by some Old Order
Amish and Mennonite men. Jacob
Klopfenstein (1763-1843) was
given a gold medal by the Imperial
Society of Agriculture in Paris for
his achievements in farming, hence
the title of the almanac, “The New
Anabaptist, or the Skilled Farmer.”

Anabaptist couple from Switzerland
(1822) (spinning)

The prints illustrate how
European Anabaptists generally Jacob Klopfenstein, expert farmer, on
dressed like others of their time and Almanac cover (1821)
place, and also how some of those
styles were brought to and retained
in North America. For instance,
the beautiful woman from near
Strasbourg, France, wears a clothing
ensemble that is still worn, with
adaptations, by many Old Order
Amish women: a cap tied at the neck,
a neck scarf (“cape”), a long dress,
a full-length apron. The woman
carries a large, flat straw hat of the
kind still made and worn by the
“yellow top” Amish women in Big
Valley, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania.
Other images in the exhibit show
Swiss Mennonite men wearing the

Fall 2019

www.michianaanabaptists.org

Marker for Yellow Creek
Settlement’s 175th Year
At a previous meeting, MAH
voted to provide half of the costs
of the marker (c.1200 and Yellow
Creek churches will be asked to
provide the remainder. As with the
Prairie Street marker, members will
be asked to make individual pledges
toward the cost of the marker.
Yellow Creek Mennonite Church
will sponsor anniversary programs
on Sept. 12 and 13, 2020.

Pastors and
Librarians:

Please post this letter
in a public place.
Thank you.

The Bethel Missionary Church, 63473CR 7,
site of the October MAH meeting.

Helene Hoover, Membership
2005 E. Jackson
Elkhart, IN 46516
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Michiana Anabaptist Historians
will provide a historical marker in
2020 to observe the 175th year of
settlement in the Yellow Creek area,
dating from 1845. The text will be
vetted and approved at the Spring
2020 meeting. The marker will
resemble the one placed at Prairie
Street Mennonite Church in Elkhart
in 2017.
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