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Nolt on Amish, Haarer on
Quilts for Spring Meeting

Steve Nolt, left, will present “The Amish Fifty years Later,” based on his
new book. Rebecca Haarer, right, will present “The History of Amish
and Mennonite Quilt-Making in Northern Indiana.”
The spring 2014 meeting of Michiana Anabaptist Historians will be hosted by Shore Mennonite Church, 7235
100 N., Shipshewana, beginning with
coffee at 8:30 and program at 9 a.m.
In the first session, Steve Nolt,
Professor of History at Goshen College, will speak on “The Amish Fifty
Years Later,” based on his new book
The Amish, written in collaboration
with Donald B. Kraybill and Karen M.
Johnson-Wiener. The book is a 500page comprehensive study of the Old
Order Amish in North America.
It now supersedes the previous standard sociology, John A. Hostetler’s
Amish Society, first published in
1963, with updates in 1968 and 1980.
With fifty years intervening between
Hostetler’s first edition and the new
book, Nolt will highlight the changes in

Amish culture and faith that the authors
have noticed during that span of time.
Steve has previously authored or
co-authored other books on the Amish:
An Amish Patchwork (2004); A History of the Amish (2004); and The Amish
Way (2012).
In the second session, beginning at
11 a.m., Rebecca Haarer of Shipshewana will speak on “The History of
Amish and Mennonite Quilt-Making
in Northern Indiana,” illustrated with
representative quilts. Since graduating
from Goshen College with an art major in 1975, Rebecca has co-managed
Haarer’s Antiques Shop in Shipshewana with her father Paul (now retired).
In the 1970s Rebecca noticed the
nationwide interest in antique quilts,
especially Old Order Amish quilts, and
began selling them in her shop and as-
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sembling a personal collection. Rebecca was the consultant and gatherer of
quilts for The World of Amish Quilts
(Good Books 2002), which pictures
many of her own quilts.
Unlike some pickers and collectors,
Rebecca carefully documented and
studied the quilts that she noticed and
bought. Gradually she also became interested in Mennonite quilts, quilting
groups, quilting businesses and the
thousands made and sold at the MCC
relief sale.
Rebecca’s presentation will cover the factors that created interest in
Amish quilts and quilt design, and also
the reason why they should be collected, preserved and shared as cultural
art. Her program comes in the context of widespread interest in the new
book Amish Quilts: An American Icon
(Johns Hopkins, 2013) by Janneken
Smucker, formerly of Goshen; and
the exhibit of Mennonite and Amish
“Commemorative Quilts” at Goshen
College from March 16 through June
27, 2014.
The public is invited to attend the
meeting, free of charge—and, we hope,
become new members of Michiana
Anabaptist Historians ($10 per year).

Bender is New IN-MI
Conference Historian
John Bender has been named Conference Historian for the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference. He is a
member and past president of Michiana Anabaptist Historians and
succeeds Leonard Gross, former archivist for Mennonite Church USA.
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Book Review: No Strings Attached

No Strings Attached: Boundary Lines in
Pleasant Places

By Elizabeth Stauffer

No Strings Attached: Boundary
Lines in Pleasant Places by Rachel
Nafziger Hartzler is the story of the
Warren Street/Pleasant Oaks Mennonite Church in Middlebury, Indiana. In
1923 a group of about 80 persons left
the Middlebury Mennonite Church,
now First Mennonite, and formed the
Warren Street Church, later renamed
Pleasant Oaks. The book’s title refers to
the event that precipitated the division,
involving women’s bonnet strings.
In 2009, 86 years after the split, the
two churches re-united under the First
Mennonite name. In the midst the

Rachel Nafziger Hartzler, author of a new
book about two Mennonite churches in
Middlebury, Indiana.

many stories of church splits, that alone
makes this a story that deserves to be
told. Hartzler is to be commended for
taking on the task of chronicling this
unique history.
No Strings Attached is no ordinary
congregational history, in that the author places the story not only in the
local history of the time, but also in
the broader Anabaptist story. Like a
photographer who starts out with panoramic shots and then zooms in for particular details, Hartzler begins in Part
I with early Anabaptist history, moves
on to the North American experience

Flashback from last meeting...
(From left)
Karl Stutsman
(AMBS librarian),
Jonathan Brown
(Church without
Walls) and
Theron Schlabach
(Goshen College)
chat during the
break at the Fall
2013 meeting of
MAH.

of Mennonite faith and practice, and
ends by zooming in on Mennonites
in the Michiana area in the early 20th
century. Chapter 4 will be of particular
interest to local persons, because it includes stories about many area Mennonite churches and provides the context
for the Middlebury schism in 1923.
Part II tells the story of the Pleasant
Oaks church, detailing its beginnings,
growth and eventual re-unification
with First Mennonite.
In Part III the author reverses the
movement. She begins with reflections
about the story of the two Middlebury
churches, and zooms out to the broader Mennonite church and its history of
dealing with differences. She identifies
issues that have the potential to divide
the church today, and calls Mennonites
to focus less on boundaries and more
on Jesus, the center of our faith.
This is no easy Sunday afternoon
read and Hartzler herself acknowledges that “most people will not read
this book in its entirety” (p. xv). Persons with connections to Pleasant Oaks
will want to read the introduction, then
chapters 4-9, and will have interest in
Appendices H-T. Others with more interest in the panorama may read Part
I and skim the rest--or move back
and forth as I found myself doing. A
plethora of footnotes, particularly in
Part I, provide much additional information but, for someone who actually
reads footnotes, also an element of distraction from the main text. An index
would be helpful in keeping track of
people, dates and details.
Since the author was the pastor who
led the Pleasant Oaks congregation
through the re-unification process, she
writes as an insider. She devoted two
chapters to this part of the Pleasant Oak
story, but given the rarity of such an
event, this is probably appropriate. Her
emotional investment is clear, but she
maintains enough distance to be able
reflect on the process as well.
Is it too much to hope that more such
stories will emerge?
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At the fall 2013 business meeting, Oct. 26, John Smith was elected
secretary; the bylaws were amended
to make the membership chair an appointed rather than an elected position;
and discussion of a historical marker
for John F. Funk was postponed until
after Elkhart officials make new decisions about the downtown plaza. Wanda Kauffman Hoffman was thanked for
her faithful work as secretary; she will
continue to document meetings with
photographs. The excellent presenta-

tions on John F. Funk by Nelson Kraybill and Philipp Gollner were recorded
on a cd, available from Helene Hoover
or at the Spring 2014 meeting.
Paula (Mrs. Eli) Stoltzfus stands
beside the large quilted mural that she
made for Prairie Street Mennonite and
that dominated the fall meeting room.
Erected for the congregation’s 125th
anniversary in 1996, the mural contains
19 blocks that depict the history of
the congregation. Among the subjects
found in the blocks are founder John F.

Funk; the church cornerstone; an earlier frame building; and an embroidered
text of the hymn, “In Thy Holy Place
We Bow,” composed by members S.F.
Coffman and J.D.Brunk. Paula made
ten of the blocks and quilted the entire
mural; nine other women made the rest
of the blocks. Paula chose the “Trip
Around the World” quilt pattern in order to symbolize the many members
who became missionaries and service
workers throughout the world.

“Funk Day” at Prairie Street Church

MAH Executive Committee (2013)

John Smith was
elected secretary at
the Fall 2013
meeting of MAH.

Ervin Beck, President, 1402-1 Pembroke Circle, Goshen, IN 46526.
Loren Johns, Vice President, 514 N. Green Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
Helene Hoover, Membership, 2005 E. Jackson Blvd., Elkhart, IN 46516
Miriam Yutzy, Treasurer, 62835 CR 29, Goshen, IN 46528.
John Smith, secretary, 1422 Hampton Circle, Goshen, IN 46526.
Floyd Miller, Member At Large, 4425W 100S, LaGrange, IN 46761.
MAH News & Notes is published twice a year.
Send events, reviews, articles to ervinb@goshen.edu. Isaac Fast, layout.
Webmaster, Karl Stutzman, 2114 Lane Ave., Elkhart, IN.
Membership is $10 per year.
Renew membership at meetings or send payment to Helene.
All members, please give your e-mail address to Helene:
hahoover@hotmail.com
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History Room at Clinton Frame
Clinton Frame Mennonite Church leads
others in preserving artifacts from its history, by displaying them in a “Memorial
Room.” Miriam Yutzy calls our attention to
ten interesting items housed there:
• Original double church doors with
well-worn, cracked paint and ornate hinges.
• Maple armchair with cane-bottom
seat, one of three platform chairs used by
ministers.
• Miniature scale model of the original
white frame 1863 church building, with
white siding, all the windows and outdoor
light fixtures, made by Darrin R. Miller in
1985 for a church history project at Bethany Christian School.
• A wall-hung “Register of Attendance”
that held cardboard numbers recording attendance (today, year ago, last Sunday) and
offering (today, year ago, last Sunday) and
hymns for today.
• An old tin cup from the well pump.
• Ira Johns’ much used Bible. Johns be-

came deacon in 1909 and minister in 1924,
serving Clinton Frame for 47 years until his
death in 1956.
• An 1892 handwritten membership list
in beautiful penmanship.
• Many photos, including of young people in 1890 and 1891, with the men in threepiece suits and ties and the women wearing
skirts and blouses with scarves; of Women’s Sewing Circle in 1918 (23 women, 5
children) at the J. J. Stutzman home, with
most women wearing capes and aprons and
prayer coverings with ribbons, while a few
younger women have no ribbons on their
caps.
• A walnut offering plate with green felt
bottom, used in the first building and made
by Amasa Stutzman.
• The sign on the original building,
weathered white with letters routed into the
wood and painted black.
What could your church do to gather
and display similar items from your congregation’s history?
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MAH Website
and Listserve

Ignore two aborted efforts and
find the new, proper MAH website by
googling “Michiana Anabaptist Historians.” It contains news about the next
MAH meeting; announcements of related meetings; archives of recent newsletters; and photos from the Summer 2013
field trip.
To have news of, or links to, other
local Mennonite historical and culture
meetings added to the site, send information to Karl Stutzman:
kstutzman@ambs.edu
To add your name to the listserve that
alerts MAH members to other programs
and news, send your e-mail address to:
hahoover@hotmail.com.

Helene Hoover, Membership
2005 E. Jackson
Elkhart, IN 46516
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